November 10, 2015
Common Core Task Force at HCCC
My name is Leslie Nicolette and I have 3 children ages 21, 19, and 11. About 3 1/2
years ago I started to realize that the education that my youngest was receiving was
vastly different from that of my older 2.
So I began to question things and inform myself. Years later I have learned that
Governor Cuomo and NYSED do not care about our concerns or our children.
I am disgusted by an organization that puts politics and money before defenseless
children. Unfortunately, we have been given no indication that this listening tour will be
any different than the previous 2. Three strikes and you are out.
So tonight, I will address the parents. I offer you 2 tools to help improve your child’s
education. Not a whole kit, just 2 simple challenges. 1. Get informed 2. Get
active.
Here are some places to start:
Ask for a copy of your child’s schedule. If you don’t like that your 3rd grader sits for 4
hours of Math and ELA each day, do something! Spread the word to other parents.
Start a concerned parent FB group and request that your BOE pass a resolution against
high stakes testing.
If you don’t like your child’s excessive homework, do something! Experts recommend
only 10 minutes of homework per GRADE. Inform other parents that you all should be
sending a note stating your child completed an appropriate amount. Take back family
time! It matters!
If you don’t like that your child’s school is decreasing or dropping recess, do something!
Submit a petition signed by all the parents, demanding that free unstructured daily
recess be restored.
If you don’t like that your child cries and says he hates school, Math, or ELA, do
something! Listen to your child and believe him! Question him about his day, talk to
other parents, and do your own research about Common Core. Do not ignore your gut
feelings and the red flags! You are not the only one!
Finally, if you don’t like that your child has a test on average 1 out of 3 days, do
something! Refuse the tests! Join with over 200,000 other informed parents and get
your refusal letter in now.
These are your kids! Do not allow them to be used and abused any longer. It is your
Constitutional right to oversee and direct your child’s education.

Hopefully, this quote by Elie Wiesel, will give you some motivation. He said:
“We must always take sides. Neutrality helps the oppressor, never the
victim.
Silence encourages the tormentor, never the tormented.”
Do not take a “wait and see” attitude, because those before you have already done that.
We trusted NYSED to do the right thing to the detriment of our children. Those years
are gone forever. Be “THAT” mom. Choose a side tonight! Say “No more, enough is
enough, Not my kid!” Get informed, get active, and advocate for the children.

